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got up. Pherozeshah thereupon wrote to The Bombay Gazette a
strong lester condemning the manoeuvre. He began by protesting
against the Town Hall meeting being regarded as a mark of ap-
proval set on the late administration by the citizens of Bombay, and
pointed out that the requisition to the Sheriff was so worded as to
make it a gathering of friends and admirers, and that if a contrary
intention had been openly expressed, the proposal to erect a
memorial to Sir Richard Temple would have encountered strong
opposition. He objected to the movement all the more strongly,
because it would help Sir Richard Temple's candidature for Parlia-
ment by being used as a mark of confidence of the people of the
Bombay Presidency. These preliminary observations were followed
by a vigorous criticism of Sir Richard Temple's administration, the
attack being particularly directed against his attempt to transform
the University into a department of Government. At the close of his
slashing review, Pherozeshah observed that all the energy and
enthusiasm of Sir Richard Temple's admirers were quite impotent to
point to one single act of high statesmanship which could be fitly
commemorated by the erection of a statue. On the contrary, his
support of Lord Lytton in connection with the Vernacular Press Act,
the repeal of the Cotton Import Duties and the License Tax were a
testimony to his rule. In Pherozeshah's opinion the gravest of all
charges that could be levelled against the late Governor was that he
found Bombay a free and independent Presidency, and left it a
servile appendage of the Government of India.
The Bombay Gazette wrote a long leader upon this letter in the
course of which it remarked:
The canonisation of the greatest saint in the calendar was
never considered complete and satisfactory until the devil's ad-
vocate had said everything to his detriment which imagination or
industry could supply, and there is no reason why statesmen and
administrators should be exempted from an ordeal to which even
those in the odour of sanctity had to submit. Our correspondent
addresses himself to his self-imposed task with great gusto^ and he
finds plenty of materials to his hand to pelt the reputation of the
man whom all Bombay was delighted to honour.